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Deeds Reviewed          9426 
Surveys Reviewed       1491 

Property Transfers       4064 
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Driveway Permits: 
Permits Issued                  46    
 

Road Use Permits: 
Utilities                           17 
Over weight/size               0 
Oil & Gas Exploration      0 
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The County Commissioners 
and the County Engineer 
continued the outlet ditching 
program in 2008.  The fol-
lowing townships partici-
pated. 
 

Plymouth              2100 feet 
Geneva                   900 
Cherry Valley      5320 
Harpersfield           200 
Kingsville             2160 
Lenox                   6500 
Hartsgrove           1080 
Trumbull              1320 
Windsor                  700 
Sheffield                 340 
Pierpont                5500 
Total:                26,120 Feet 
Cost:                $49,979.02 

            “The County Engineer annually submits a report containing the accomplishments of the year prior.  It 
is my pleasure to submit the following report highlighting the accomplishments of the Engineer’s Office and 
Highway Department during 2008.  Rising costs of construction materials continue to reduce road and bridge 
construction and maintenance annually.  This office is committed to providing the best service possible with 
the revenues available.  I remain committed to the mission of providing residents of Ashtabula County with a 
safe and efficient county highway system.” 
                                                                                                Timothy T. Martin, P.E., P.S. 

The Smolen-Gulf Bridge carries State Road (Ashtabula County Road 25) across 
the Ashtabula River and the Plymouth and Ashtabula Township line in northern 
Ashtabula County.  At 613 feet, it is the longest covered bridge in the United 
States – a title formerly held by the Cornish-Windsor Covered Bridge in New 
Hampshire – and the fourth longest covered bridge in the world.  The bridge, one 
of 16 drivable covered bridges in the county, was designed by John Smolen, for-
mer Ashtabula County Engineer, when the idea of bridging the Ashtabula River 
Gulf with a wooden structure was first conceived in 1995.  Successor and current 
Ashtabula County Engineer, Timothy T. Martin, followed through with the pro-
ject which had already received $5.8 million in federal bridge funds.  The county's 
17th publicly accessible covered bridge cost approximately $7.9 million to build, 

and features walkways along 
both sides.  It is constructed 
of four 152 feet sections that 
rest on concrete abutments 
and three concrete piers, and 
rises more than 93 feet over 
the river, carrying two lanes 
of legal-weight traffic.  The 
bridge consists of 3 feet-thick 
pieces of Douglas fir or yel-
low pine, with hemlock or 
yellow poplar being used for 
the siding.  The builder was 
Union Industrial Contractors 
and Koski Construction both 

of Ashtabula.  The bridge was dedicated the afternoon  of August 26, 2008, where 
the name was unveiled.  (The county already had a State Road Covered Bridge lo-
cated along a different "State Road" (CH-354) over the Conneaut Creek in Mon-
roe Township, which is the reason for the name chosen for this bridge.)  The 
bridge was opened to traffic, following the construction of connections to the ex-
isting State Road, the evening of October 7, 2008. 
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2008 BRIDGE & CULVERT PROGRAM 

Culvert Projects 

State Rd. CH25 K .14 38”x60”Ellip x 64’ RCP $19,458.47 

Riverdale Rd. TH69 G 1.9 2-66” dia. X 50’ RCP $20,064.13 

Hayes Rd. CH147 H 0.1 60” dia. X 64’ RCP $12,928.27 

Stumpville Rd. TH185 C .36 96” dia. X 56’ RCP $21,452.69 

Stumpville Rd. TH185 F 0.7 48” dia. X 56’ RCP   $9,964.46 

Depot Rd. TH226 C .87 2-42” dia X 48’ RCP $16.537.76 

Marvin Rd. TH269 B .95 2-42” dia X 48’ RCP $10,240.79 

Owen Hill Rd. TH273 B 0.9 53”X91”Ellip x 56’ RCP $20,557.44 

Doyle Rd. TH287 A 0.9 48” dia. X 56’ RCP $16,041.88 

Pitts Rd. TH424 A 0.3 54” X 56’ RCP $10,618.31 

Pioneer Rd TH534    0.4 60” X 48’ RCP $12,703.94 

Noble Rd. CH 9 E 0.05 66” X 60’ RCP $14,000.47 

Clay St. CH16 J 0.7 Extend Culvert   $2,479.63 

TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT 

Checked Signs on County Roads 5 times  
Checked Signs on Township Rds 4 times  
Placed caution signs for bridges 
Retro Readings on 2,347 County Signs 
Closed and Opened 39 Roads 
Replaced or Repaired 788 Signs 
51 Traffic Counts 
Guardrail Inspection 
23 Road signs made 
16 mile markers made 

355.06 Miles Centerline Painting              
85 Miles Centerline Painting on Twp. Roads 
101 Miles Edge line Painting 
Painted 1 Railroad Crossing 
Hot taped 1 School Zone 

Preformed Thermoplastic 
8 Railroad Crossings  

Painting Centerline/Edgeline           $94,180.72                                 Signs & Markers       $104,291.62 

Bridge Projects 

State Rd. CH25 G 613‘ Covered Bridge *$7,968,454.38 

Windsor- 
Mechanicsville Rd. 

CH9 G 0.8 Repair of Steel Sheet 
Abutment 

$6,206.75 

New London Rd TH 217 E   Bridge Replacement $176,932.37 

Brown Rd. CH29 C 0.6 Rpl Stringers & Deck $34,978.25 

Hall Rd. TH280 A 1.42 Install Guardrail $14,916.03 

Benetka Rd. TH350 A 0.74 Rpl Beams & Wingwall $43,275.62 

Hyde Rd. TH543 D .05 Widen, New Beam,
Deck & Guardrail 

$48,420.38 

Callahan Rd. TH551 B 0.4 New Deck $10,274.29 

*Total effort for 2007 & 2008 
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2008 ROAD RESURFACING PROGRAM 

ROADNAME NO SEC. LENGTH COST 
Atkins 73 F 0.8 $35,074.65 

Forman 112 C 2.68 $108,349.38 
Middle 411 C-G 3.0 $145,247.29 

Sentinel 10 A-E 3.72 $171,026.09 

Leon 10 I 1.6 $73,559.61 

TOTAL:    $533,257.02 
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ROADNAME NO SEC. LENGTH COST 
Brown 29 A-C 3.28 $25,397.19 

Creek 149 D-G 5.05 $37,057.62 

Footville-Richmond 12 U 0.98 $9,642.32 

Hildom 415 A-e 5.00 $42,325.70 

Lenox-New Lyme 21 J-M 5.10 $37,739.85 

Lenox-New Lyme 221 A-B 1.30 $9,619.95 

Mells 227 A-D 3.30 $28,582.51 

Sheffield-Monroe 408 A-C 2.00 $17,216.95 

State 354 G-K 2.55 $20,084.21 

Trumbull 69 A-C 2.52 $22,808.76 

TOTAL:    $250,475.06 

������
���

ROADNAME NO SEC. LENGTH COST 
State  25 G .67 $230,621.00 
Noble 9 II .98 $81,549.00 

TOTAL:   1.65 $312,170.00 
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Expenditures

$2,029,996.16

$343,082.56

$290,873.48

$811,388.65

$92,872.75

$193,752.57

$1,359,747.84

$1,714,182.18

Salaries

Benefits

Materials

Equipment

Contracts

Fuels

Misc.

Utilities

Revenues

$3,525,974.15

$2,417,017.44

$439,169.80

$99,247.13

$353,810.96

Motor Vehicle
Registration

Gasoline Tax

Subdivision
Intergovernment

Highway
Offenses

Misc.

2008 BUDGET 

GENERAL DISBURSEMENTS  
Office:    13.2%                                            $902,204.76 
Highway:            Maintenance    $3,505,295.62                                 
                               Contracts            $386,613.55 
             56.9%                                          $3,891,909.17    
Bridges:             Maintenance      $581,848.16 
                               Contracts           $1,327,568.63 
                               Lift Bridge          $132,365.47 
             29.9%                                          $2,041,782.26 

LABOR & SALARIES  
   Engineer’s Salary                          $95,193.28       4.7% 
   Staff Salary                                 $537,648.94     26.5% 
   Highway Labor                         $1,068,886.44     52.7% 
   Bridge Labor                               $213,429.33     10.5% 
   Lift Bridge Labor                         $114,838.17       5.6% 
 

   Total Salary & Labor                $2,029,996.17     100% 
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Chief Deputy                                           LeRoy McNeilly 
Administrative Assistant                          Margie Bort 
Highway Maintenance Superintendent    Amir Garakouei 
Civil Engineer 3                                       Tom Partridge 
Civil Engineer 2                                       Janet Takacs 
Surveyor                                                  Jim Donathan 
Surveyor’s Aide                                       Neal Stewart 
Civil Engineer 2                                       Justin Cline 
Engineering Inspector                             Randy Anslow 
Engineering Aide                                     Tyler Matrisciano 
Tax Map Supervisor                                 Mike Shadle 
Tax Map Assistant                                   Denise Hodges 
Clerk/Secretary                                       Tracey Frederick 
Lift Bridge Supervisor                              John Hunt 
Lift Bridge Operator                                 Kevin Mueller 
                                                                Jim Campbell 
                                                                Allen Massena         
Equipment Maintenance Supervisor        Rod Butcher (retired 6/30) 
Equipment Maintenance Supervisor        James Slater 
Bridge Supervisor                                    David Hurst 
Traffic Control Supervisor                        Mark Spangler 
Highway Maintenance Supervisor           Tom Martin 
                                                                Dave Waldron 
                                                                Robert Brown 
                                                                Rex Britton (retired 7/31) 
Clerk (Highway Department)                   Howard Otto 
 

Welder/Fabricator                                   Andrew Kolman 
Equipment Mechanic 3                            Randy Williams 
Equipment Mechanic 1                            David Stinson           
Traffic Technician 2                                 Charles Ellsworth 
                                                               Leslie Walker 
Highway Maintenance Worker 4              Dan Carr 
                                                               Steven Sardella 
Highway Maintenance Worker 3              Gary Sowry 
                                                               John Griggs 
                                                               Jonathan Miller 
Highway Maintenance Worker 2              Ted Ewing (retired 2/13) 
                                                               Melvin Ferguson 
                                                               Clarence Kather 
                                                               Herbert J. Dean 
                                                               Charles J. Schweitzer 
                                                               Christopher Bradek 
                                                               Timothy  Lachey 
                                                               Gregory Guman 
                                                               Carl McIlwain 
                                                               Cecil Kirby 
                                                               Jeff Baker 
                                                               Dale Jacobs 
                                                               Steven Miller 
Bridge Worker 3                                      Jason Hudson          
                                                               Michael Waters 
Bridge Worker 2                                      David Millard 
                                                               Joel Lockwood 

Employees of the County Engineer... 


